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it very hard to figure out who has told most of the truth, and
all I can do is to warn you against being caught in the snares
set by preconceived opinions. You were married not long
ago yourself, and you are still under the spell of the young
woman's witchery. For this reason you may easily become
prejudiced in favor of a young and charming lady, who is an
unhappy wife and a mother besides. On the other hand,
you have also recently become a father, and as such you cannot
escape being moved by the impending separation of the father
from his child. Beware of sympathy with either side, for
sympathy with one is cruelty to the other.

JUDGE. One thing will make my task more easy at least,
and that is their mutual agreement on the principal points.

PASTOR. Don't rely too much on that, for it is what they all
say. And when they appear in court, the smouldering fire
breaks into open flames. In this case a tiny spark will be
enough to start a conflagration. Here comes the jury. Well,
good-by for a while! I stay, although I shall not be seen.

SCENE V

The TWELVE JURORS enter.    The SHERIFF rings a bell
from the open doorway in the background*    The mm-
bers of the Court take their seats.    SPECTATORS pour
into the room.

JUDGE. With a reminder of the provisions in Chapter
Eleven, Sections Five, Six, and Eight, of the Criminal Code* as
to the peace and order that must be maintained in Court, I
hereby declare the proceedings of the Court opened. [Whis-
pers to the CLERK OF THE COURT; then] Will the newly chosen
jury please take the oath.

JURORS. [Rise, each one putting the fingers of one hmd on